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Brlefmg must be secret, panel told

WASHINGTON (UPI) — A.Jusuce
Department official offered pester-
day to give a House panel a secret
briefing on why the adinistration
tightened procedures for handling of
classified miormanon by govemment
‘w ers.-

me offer by Rlchard lehrd,depu-

ﬁ-ka&:smn attorney general came in

E:seto eomphunrs that 0o justifi-

has been given for ‘President -

an's directive, issved lastnonth

“mu-because classified xnfomahon xs
| m@v_ei '

FRVRC TSN

The’ d.lrectxve reqmres govemtnent

. employees to cooperate with federal

agents investigating leaks of classi-
fied information. .

The directive says that -workers
who refuse to take polygraph tests

* can be punished. 1t also requires more
-employees to sign secrecy agree-

‘ments and pledges that they will sub-
Jmit manuscripts for government re-
_;view before they are published - -

" The admmxstratzon snd the rule s |

- pecessary because unauthorized dis-

closure -of classified information is a

' common occurrence.

Willard acted in response to a dn}
lenge by Rep. Don Edwards of Cali-

fornia, chairman of the Judiciary sub- -

-committee on -constitutional rights,

who asked, “Aren’t you asking the .
-American peopletojake this on

faith??

: said be would give the ip-
:fcﬁluon to the panel in closed ses-
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